
 

MS 229:2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOMENCLATURE AND COMMON USES OF 
MALAYSIAN TIMBERS  
(SECOND REVISION) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ICS:  01.040.79 
 
Descriptors:  malaysian timber, common uses, nomenclature, standard name, botanical name 
 
 
 
 

© Copyright 2009 

MALAYSIAN 
STANDARD

DEPARTMENT OF STANDARDS MALAYSIA 



 

 

DEVELOPMENT OF MALAYSIAN STANDARDS 
 

The Department of Standards Malaysia (STANDARDS MALAYSIA) is the national 

standardisation and accreditation body. 

 

The main function of the Department is to foster and promote standards, 

standardisation and accreditation as a means of advancing the national economy, 

promoting industrial efficiency and development, benefiting the health and safety of 

the public, protecting the consumers, facilitating domestic and international trade and 

furthering international cooperation in relation to standards and standardisation. 

 

Malaysian Standards are developed through consensus by committees which 

comprise of balanced representation of producers, users, consumers and others with 

relevant interests, as may be appropriate to the subject in hand. To the greatest 

extent possible, Malaysian Standards are aligned to or are adoption of international 

standards. Approval of a standard as a Malaysian Standard is governed by the 

Standards of Malaysia Act 1996 (Act 549). Malaysian Standards are reviewed 

periodically. The use of Malaysian Standards is voluntary except in so far as they are 

made mandatory by regulatory authorities by means of regulations, local by-laws or 

any other similar ways. 

 

The Department of Standards appoints SIRIM Berhad as the agent to develop 

Malaysian Standards. The Department also appoints SIRIM Berhad as the agent for 

distribution and sale of Malaysian Standards. 

 
For further information on Malaysian Standards, please contact: 
 
Department of Standards Malaysia OR SIRIM Berhad 
Century Square, Level 1 & 2  (Company No. 367474 - V) 
Block 2300, Jalan Usahawan  1, Persiaran Dato’ Menteri 
63000 Cyberjaya, Selangor   P.O. Box 7035, Section 2 
MALAYSIA  40911 Shah Alam 
  Selangor D.E. 
 
Tel:  60 3 83180002  Tel:  60 3 5544 6000 
Fax: 60 3 83181455  Fax: 60 3 5510 8095 
 
http://www.standardsmalaysia.gov.my     http://www.sirim.my  
 
E-mail: central@standardsmalaysia.gov.my 



MS 229:2009  

© STANDARDS MALAYSIA 2009 - All rights reserved i 

 
 
 
 
CONTENTS 
 

 
Page 

 
 
Committee representation.....…………………...………...…………………………………… ii 
 
Foreword…………………………………………………………………………..……………… iii 
 
 
0 Introduction ...........................................................................................................  1 
 
1 Scope ……………………………………………………………..…………………….. 1 
 
2 Definition...............................................................................................................  1 
 
3 Common uses of Malaysian timbers …………….…………………………………… 2 
 
4 Density and strength………………………….………………..…………………….... 2 
 
 
Tables 
 
1 Nomenclature and common uses of Malaysian timbers………………….………… 4 
 
A1 Wet and dry grade stresses for various strength groups of timber ……..………… 11 
 
A2 Former strength groups of timber ………………..……………………………………. 12 
 
 
Annex A Strength groups of timber…………………………......………………..…… 11 
 
 
Bibliography ……..………..……………..……………………………..…………….……… 13 
 
 
 



MS 229:2009 

ii © STANDARDS MALAYSIA 2009 - All rights reserved 

 
 
 
 
Committee representation 
 
 
The Industry Standards Committee on Building, Construction and Civil Engineering (ISC D) under whose authority 
this Malaysian Standard was developed, comprises representatives from the following organisations:  
 
Association of Consulting Engineers, Malaysia 
Construction Industry Development Board Malaysia 
Department of Irrigation and Drainage Malaysia 
Department of Standards Malaysia 
Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers 
Jabatan Kerja Raya Malaysia 
Local Government Department 
Malaysian Institute of Architects 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
Master Builders Association Malaysia 
Ministry of Energy, Water and Communications Malaysia 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
Selangor Fire and Rescue Department 
Suruhanjaya Tenaga 
The Chartered Institute of Building Malaysia 
The Institution of Engineers, Malaysia 
Universiti Sains Malaysia 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 
 
 
The Technical Committee on Timber, Timber Products and Timber Structures which supervised the development of 
this Malaysian Standard was managed by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board in its capacity as an authorised 
Standards-Writing Organisation and consists of representatives from the following organisations: 
 
Construction Industry Development Board Malaysia 
Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia 
Forestry Department of Sabah 
Jabatan Kerja Raya Malaysia 
Malaysian Furniture Industry Council 
Malaysian Institute of Architects 
Malaysian Panel-Products Manufacturers’ Association 
Malaysian Timber Council 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (Secretariat) 
Malaysian Wood Industries Association 
Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 
Malaysian Wood Preserving Association 
Persatuan Pengusaha Kayu-kayan dan Perabot Bumiputera Malaysia 
Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia 
Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation 
SIRIM Berhad 
Timber Exporters Association of Malaysia 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 
 
The Working Group on Nomenclature and Uses of Commercial Timbers which developed this Malaysian Standard 
consists of the following organisations: 
 
Fine Zone Furniture 
Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
Forestry Department of Peninsular Malaysia 
Greenland Furniture Enterprise 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (Secretariat) 
Malaysian Wood Moulding and Joinery Council 
Sabah Timber Industries Association 
Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation 
Terengganu Timber Industry Training Centre 
Universiti Malaya 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 



MS 229:2009  

© STANDARDS MALAYSIA 2009 - All rights reserved iii 

 
 
 
 
FOREWORD  
 
 
This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Working Group on Nomenclature and Uses of 
Commercial Timbers supervised by the Technical Committee on Timber, Timber Products 
and Timber Structures under the authority of the Industry Standards Committee on Building, 
Construction and Civil Engineering. Development of this standard was carried out by 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board, which is the Standards-Writing Organisation (SWO) 
appointed by SIRIM Berhad to develop standards for timber, timber products and timber 
structures. 
 
This Malaysian Standard is the second revision of MS 229, Nomenclature and users of 
commercial timbers of Malaysia (First revision). 
 
Major modifications in this revision are as follows: 
 
a) incorporation of 27 less common timber trade groups; 
 
b) strength grouping SG1 to SG7 have been introduced; and 
 
c) usage of each timber species has been specifically described according to its 

recommended application. 
 
This Malaysian Standard cancels and replaces MS 229:1988.  
 
Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not in itself confer immunity from legal 
obligations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




